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My Testimony

By Jonathan C. Borland

I wasreared in a
Christian family and from
a young age began feeling
Godds convicti
and my need of salvation.
| always had a fiery
temper, and one particular
event when | was five
years old set the stage for
my conversion. My sister
said something tavhich | reacted in anger and
attacked her, and more harm might have been done
had not my father been there to prevent me. After
this episode came an experience that changed the
course of my life. Although | had had spiritual
conversations with my parentiex previous
outbursts, this time was different. | felt great
remorse for my sin against God and others, and
right then | prayed beside my father for God to save
me, and | committed to turn from my sin, make
Jesus my Lord, and start to follow Jesus ithfai
About two years later, | was baptized in a local
Baptist church in Virginia.

Several men made an impact on my spiritual
growth. The | eader of a
graders challenged me greatly in the area of purity
and seeking God above alse. When | was twelve,
God used a horseding accident, from which |
could have died, to renew my attention to use my
entire life, however long that might be, wholly for
God. Three others, a youth pastor, a college pastor,
and a senior pastor, signifitly challenged and
mentored me, exemplified Christ for me, and

contributed to my spiritual development to make me
who | am today.

My call from God to become a minister
came in two phases. First, when in the eleventh
gr ade, I attended a retr
school group. During that time, God gave me a
solemn vision: | saw myself at the end of my life
and all my accomplishmé&nin computer science,
whigh 1 had wanted,to pursue as a career,
amounting to a zero before God. After speaking
with my youth pastor and others, | surrendered to
the ministry shortly afterward and was affirmed by
my church. Second, as a sophomore in gellé
took an Introduction to Missions class and read the
biographyHudson [Taylor] and Marigor an
assignment. That book was pivotal. God used it to
start gripping my heart for the nations. | began to
read many other missionary biographies along with
theBi bl e and felt Godods
stronger within me. | surrendered to the call and
after college graduation enrolled at Southeastern
Baptist Theological Seminary and entered that
school 6s f2+2 programo (
preparation, ¥ears of practical field service
overseas). | met my wife in seminary, and we
served a tweyear term together before being
appointed career missionaries in 2004.

C

In 2018, God opened the door for our family
to move to New Orleans so that | could purswe th
Fhpdegipe inhey gestament gt g Opleans ¢
Baptist Theological Seminary. My goal is to
become a better Bible teacher and writer. In April,
2019, the opportunity for us to serve at NOCBC
became a reality. We have spent most of the last
twenty years lovingind serving Chinese people
abroad, and we feel incredibly blessed to be able to
serve alongside Chinese brothers and sisters here at
NOCBC in the unique and lively city of New
Orleans.
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Fear & Peace

I n this age of uncertainty and fear, whom can

we turn to for peace of assurance? Yes, it is Christ
our Lord, who is the giver of peace. But the Lord
also asks who is willing to go in His name to care
for the least of these and proclaim His gospel to the
ends of the earth?

And | heard the voice of the Lord saying,
"Whom shall | send, and who will go for us?"
Then | said, "Here | am! Send me." (Isaiah 6:8)

| left the relative safety of the US for the leng
planned medical mission to Cambodia and Thailand
in early February during the highly alerted outbreak
of novel coronavirus (COVIEL9). The virus
caused the Chinese government to suddenly lock
down the cityof Wuhan and other cities in
Mainland China. In response of the threat of virus,
the US government ceased direct flights with China
and imposed a lday quarantine or self isolation
for those coming from China. Many church

3 16 33b

By David H Lee

members tried to persuade menrgoing overseas
in this intense environment but | decided to follow
the original mission plan anyway. The overseas
flight from US was quite peaceful with mostly
empty seats. But tension started to mount after |
landed in Tokyo Narita for a layover on tvay to
Taipei. Everyone was wearing protective mask in
the Narita airport. | reminded myself that our God
is our protector and refuge in times of trouble. |
carried on with my protective gear and hand
sanitizer to be used when necessary. After arroval t
Taipeli, | noticed that all the major news network
focused on the contagion as they repeatedly
emphasized the number of newly diagnosed,
suspected infection or death from the virus. The
spring air of Taipei was filled with fear.

Two days later | landkin Phnom Penh and
upon exiting the airport, | removed the face mask in
the tropical heat of Cambodia. | reunited my well
acquainted mission coworkers from the previous
years and felt a great sense of relief and
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thanksgiving in my heart. The next terydavere
not about the fear of this world but the more urgent

need to carry out Jesusojs
gospel and Godds | ove wi
Cambodian people in the rural villages.

Our planned

mission focuses on
the rural villages of

e DBaray, inthe heart

@ of Cambodia. Our
mission team
consists of
approximately 15
people from North
America, Taiwan and Cambodia. We also have a
small group of Cambodian dental students. We
have a cohesive team with each member knowing
his or her role in the missioBuring the mission,

we provided care in pediatrics, adult medicine,
acupuncture, dentistry and haircut to the unreached
poor. Our pastor and caring team also shared the
gospel to the people seeking medical care.

This is my tenth mission to Cambodighel
countryods economy has
recent years owing to Chinese investments, yet |
sense that the hunger for God is evermore present.
God is busy working His miracles here. Cambodia
is the fourth country in the world in terms of church
growth rate. But if we, the children of God, do not
take the chance to involve ourselves in His work,
the door might be closed soon in the face of
growing urbanization and greed for monetary gains.

de

And who knows whether you have not come to
the kingdom for such a time as this? (Esther
4:14b)

Our team is smaller this year; nevertheless, it
operated very smoothly and efficiently. Each
member helped each other whenever a need was

arising. In the villages, the patients kept coming but___

the smiles of the team mesens and the praises of
healing never ceased.
3

Some people may question whether it is worth * 3

the effort and cost to come from so far away and
spend just a short period of time doing medical
mission? We believe that God makes all things

work together for th benefits
of those who love Him. God
| raskus to share Hidhgasped and o
noweengthcpbople around the the
world. Countless missionaries
in the past two thousand years
have heeded His call. What
each one of us can do is very

% small indeed but surely God
will accomplish great things. All the participants in
this mission were all touched and changed by God |
return. We have gained a heavenly perspective of
the work of the Kingdom and realized that much of
our Christian lives nowadays are slowly corrupted
by the munane world. We need to repent before
God and take up our own cross in order to follow
Christ wholeheartedly.

During the mission we heard the testimony of
two young Cambodian sisters. Their childhood
occurred in the after math
theKhmer Rouge. Through the outreach of
missionaries, they came to accept Jesus as their
savior and committed their lives to serving the
Lord. They are currently involved in rural
cbl bdedndbapmdhystnythe
children (several hours @y from the capital city)
and in dormitory ministry to disciple young adults
who are studying or working in Phnom Penh. Their
zeal and passion for the Lord have encouraged us to
continue serving God faithfully and loyally.

br

God is working fervently toall His people in
the unreached parts of the world. He is also calling
Christians to join Him in the Great Commission.
The novel coronavirus is frightening. The future
seems uncertain and precarious. Instinctively, our
self protective nature is that ofdimg and
avoidance, just like Adam and Eve when they first
sinned against God. But Jesus says to us:

In the world you will have
tribulation. But take heart; |
have overcome the world."
(John 16:33b)

The time is now. Take the
opporunity!
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(John3:16)
For God so loved the world that

He gave His one and only Son,
that whoever believes in Him
shall not perish but have eternal life.
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